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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -6 are pending in this application. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On page 12, line 4 of (b) of the claim 5, -whether said medial elements— should 
be "whether said media elements" 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent No. 5,903,892 issued to Hoffert et al. ("Hoffert") in view of US Patent No. 
5,544,354 issued to May et al. ("May"). 

With respect to claim 1 , Hoffert discloses database means for storing multi-media 
content records and references to media files for a multimedia presentation as claimed 
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(see abstract, col. 3, lines 1-16, col. 8, lines 43-67, col. 9, lines 1-24, col. 22, lines 18- 
67, and col. 23 lines 1-8). 

Hoffert does not disclose explicitly indicate "software engine means, executable 
on a computer, for seamlessly accessing a content record in said database means and 
locating and displaying media elements referred to in that content record." 

However, May discloses software engine means executable on a computer as 
claimed (col. 10, lines 8-21, col. 11, lines 1-22, col. 12, lines 1-14, and col. 16, lines 12- 
33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of HQffert with the teachings 
of May so as to have an apparatus for accessing and displaying multimedia content 
because the combination would provide a distributed database and for displaying the 
context and content of the multimedia. 

With respect to claim 2, Hoffert discloses a database containing multimedia 
content records and references to media files for a multimedia presentation as claimed 
(see abstract, col. 3, lines 1-16, col. 8, lines 43-67, col. 9, lines 1-24, col. 22, lines 18- 
67, and col. 23 lines 1-8). 

Hoffert does not disclose explicitly indicate "a software engine, executable on a 
computer said software engine seamlessly accessing a content record in said database 
and locating and displaying media elements referred to in that content record." 
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However, May discloses software engine means executable on a computer as 
claimed (col. 10, lines 8-21, col. 11, lines 1-22, col. 12, lines 1-14, and col. 16, lines 12- 
33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of HQffert with the teachings 
of May so as to have an apparatus for accessing and displaying multimedia content 
because the combination would provide a distributed database and for displaying the 
context and content of the multimedia. 

With respect to claim 3, Hoffert discloses database means for storing multi-media 
content records and references to media files for a multimedia presentation as claimed 
(see abstract, col. 3, lines 1-16, col. 8, lines 43-67, col. 9, lines 1-24, col. 22, lines 18- 
67, and col. 23 lines 1-8). 

Hoffert does not disclose explicitly indicate "a programmable data processor, 
programming associated with said programmable data processor for carrying out the 
operations of seamlessly accessing a content record in said database means and 
locating and displaying media elements referred to in that content record." 

However, May discloses a programmable data processors and programming 
associated with programmable data processor for carrying out the operations as 
claimed (col. 23, lines 65-67, and col. 24, lines 1-57; col. 10, lines 8-21, col. 11, lines 1- 
22, col. 12, lines 1-14, and col. 16, lines 12-33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of HOffert with the teachings 
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of May so as to have an apparatus for accessing and displaying multimedia content 
because the combination would provide a distributed database and for displaying the 
context and content of the multimedia. 

With respect to claim 4, Hoffert discloses database for storing multi-media 
content records as claimed (see abstract, col. 3, lines 1-16, col. 8, lines 43-67, col. 9, 
lines 1-24, col. 22, lines 18-67, and col. 23 lines 1-8). 

Hoffert does not disclose explicitly indicate "a set of instructions stored on a 
media accessible by a computer and executable on said computer." 

However, May discloses programmed instruction of the software application and 
settop box including a processor for controlling execution the software application and 
for accessing the host computer system as claimed (col. 23, lines 65-67, and col. 24, 
lines 1-57). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hoffert with the teachings 
of May so as to have a computer program for accessing and displaying multimedia 
content because the combination would provide a distributed database and for 
displaying the context and content of the multimedia. 

With respect to claim 5, Hoffert discloses a database containing multi-media 
content records and references to media files for a multimedia presentation as claimed 
(see abstract, col. 3, lines 1-16, col. 8, lines 43-67, col. 9, lines 1-24, col. 22, lines 18- 
67, and col. 23 lines 1-8); the local storage device or stored remotely on an Internet 
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server as claimed (col. 3, lines 34-67, col. 4, lines 1-14, and lines 45-51, col. 5, lines 19- 
29, col. 6, lines 18-52, and col. 8, lines 42-63). 

Hoffert does not disclose explicitly indicate "software delivery engine associated 
with said database and executable on a computer for seamlessly accessing a content 
record in said database means and locating and displaying, as one seamless 
multimedia application media elements referred to in that content record." 

However, May discloses software engine means executable on a computer as 
claimed (col. 10, lines 8-21, col. 11, lines 1-22, col. 12, lines 1-14, and col. 16, lines 12- 
33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hoffert with the teachings 
of May so as to have a multimedia delivery for accessing and displaying multimedia 
content because the combination would provide a distributed database and for 
displaying the context and content of the multimedia. 

With respect to claim 6, Hoffert discloses a method for storing in a database, 
multi-media content records and references to media files for a multimedia presentation 
as claimed (see abstract, col. 3, lines 1-16, col. 8, lines 43-67, col. 9, lines 1-24, col. 22, 
lines 18-67, and col. 23 lines 1-8). 

Hoffert does not disclose explicitly indicate "a method for seamlessly accessing 
and using a software engine executable on a computer, a content record in said 
database means and locating and displaying media elements referred to in that content 
record." 



* 
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However, May discloses software engine means executable on a computer as 
claimed (col. 10, lines 8-21, col. 11, lines 1-22, col. 12, lines 1-14, and col. 16, lines 12- 
33). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Huffert with the teachings 
of May so as to have an apparatus for accessing and displaying multimedia content 
because the combination would provide a distributed database and for displaying the 
context and content of the multimedia. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosures. 

Erickson (US Patent No. 5,765,152) 
Cohen et al. (US Patent No. 5,873,080) 
Wistendahl et al. (US Patent No. 5,708,845) 



Conclusions 



Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Anh Ly whose 
telephone number is (703) 306-4527. The examiner can be reached on Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, see the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu, can be reached on (703) 305-4393. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051 (for formal communications intended for entry) 
or: 

(703) 305-9724 or (703) 308-6606 (for informal or draft communications, please 
label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (receptionist). 

Inquiries of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 
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May, 16 th , 2001. 



